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Good evening -- and welcome to this year’s
Annual Sunshine Training, which I’m proud to
co-sponsor along with the San Francisco
Sunshine Task Force.
I’m going to keep my opening remarks especially
brief this year -- I know we’re all anxious to
get home in time to watch the riveting
conclusion of “10.5.”
For those of you who didn’t watch part one last
night, it’s a terrifying melodrama about an
earthquake that hits the entire West Coast.
What’s terrifying, of course, isn’t that it
could actually HAPPEN.

It’s that the Governor

of California could be played with even LESS
acting skill than our REAL governor.
Seriously, I want to thank all of you for being
at this year’s training.
I realize that for many of you, this training
is required as part of your official duties.
Still, for doing your part to ensure the
openness and integrity of our local government,
your attendance deserves our gratitude.

– 1 –

I’d also like to welcome members of the news
media and general public in attendance.

Even

though this training is primarily geared toward
City employees and officials, we felt it could
also be useful and informative for those who
COVER City Government -- whether they be
reporters or citizen-activists.
Besides -- last year, I got such a good review
from the one reporter who showed up, I decided
to invite EVERY reporter this time around.
Tonight’s training provides an overview of
major laws governing our responsibilities as
public servants to the City and County of San
Francisco -- with particular regard to open
meetings and access to public records.
To present on these subjects this evening, I’m
very proud to welcome two well-respected
authorities from my office: Deputy City
Attorneys Amy Ackerman and Claire Sylvia.
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While I’m confident that you’ll find these
presentations informative, the lawyer in me
can’t resist mentioning that no training can
anticipate every question that may arise in a
given situation.

And even the best

presentation is no substitute for the
experienced counsel of a trained attorney about
the application of laws to specific conduct.
For questions you may have about actions you
may pursue as a public official, I strongly
encourage you to contact my office.
If there is one guiding principle, however, I
think it’s this: a public office is a public
trust.

As public servants for the City and

County of San Francisco, our highest
responsibility is to conduct the functions of
government in a way that is honest, open and
responsive to the citizens we serve.
I’m proud to offer my unwavering commitment to
assist all of you in that endeavor, and I hope
you find this training helpful toward that end.
Thank you very much.

Now let me welcome,

Deputy City Attorney Amy Ackerman...
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